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It sounds good in theory, right? Your dog might be the only loyal soul 

you’ve ever known, but as far as the law is concerned, Fido can’t manage 

money or assets or property – even if he can tree a squirrel in 12 seconds 

flat. That doesn’t mean you can’t cover his bases in the event you’re no 

longer able to do so. This week, we explore pet trusts and why they’re 

important.  

There are a series of commercials on television that are excruciating to 

watch. If you’re an animal lover, odds are, you’ve seen it too. There’s no 

denying that pets play an important role in our lives and for many, 

referring to them as “pets” is a rule one mustn’t break. They’re family 

members – and what happens to them matters. A pet trust, properly 

executed along with your other estate planning documents, can help 

ensure they’re well cared for. In fact, if you don’t bring up any canine or 

feline family members, your lawyer may ask. It’s simply part of the “cover 

all bases” mindset that estate planning attorneys possess these days.  

The tragedy is that many family pets end up in shelters after the death of 

their owner. Assuming they’ll find a new home is a heartbreak most of us 

can’t bear. Fortunately, with a bit of advanced planning, most pet owners 

are able to put into place a loving environment for their pets should they 
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become incapacitated or die. The inclusion of a pet trust to help cover the 

financial costs is a courtesy most pet owners want to extend the gracious 

soul who agrees to see to a beloved pooch and ensure his well being. 

THE ONE TIME WHEN CASH ISN’T KING 

Tempting though it 

may sound, you 

cannot leave cash or 

other assets to a pet. 

Of course, there are 

the obvious reasons 

but if that’s not 

enough to convince 

you, the law says animals are our property – plain and simple. Since 

property cannot own property, the argument is moot from a legal 

perspective, even if an impressive 70 percent of Americans disagree from 

an emotional stance.  

If you meet a lawyer who tells you that your dog can indeed be named as 

a beneficiary, you should probably make a beeline to the door. Not only are 

you setting yourself up to several problems, but you’re also leaving your 

beloved pet vulnerable. After all, if you’re trying to sneak past the 

legalities, that means you’re probably not focusing on setting up an actual 

pet trust and if that’s the case, he’s far more likely to end up at a shelter.  

A pet trust allows you to set aside funds for the future care of your pet. 

Those funds can be used for vet bills, maintenance, food and any 
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necessary medicines he may require. There’s no guarantee, of course, that 

the person you trust this to will actually follow through, but for most of us, 

we know the people in our lives and we know who would provide the best 

home for our beloved family member. You’d be surprised with the sense of 

relief that comes with knowing a pet is going to be cared for while you’re 

recovering from 

surgery or if you 

face a more difficult 

illness.  

Did you know that 

prior to August 

2010, Vermont 

really didn’t have 

any kind of provisions for pet trusts or other similar ways to provide for a 

pet? Fortunately, those provisions exist now and setting up a pet trust is 

probably easier than you realize. It’s versatile in that allows you to specify 

the date the trust goes into effect. Of course, no one has a crystal ball, but 

you can set the parameters so that your pet is seen to beginning the date 

of your death. 

As an estate planning firm, our team of compassionate attorneys will help 

ensure the trust is in place and that it’s executed at the appropriate time. 

Should the funds survive your pet, what’s left will pass to your heirs or 

beneficiaries. Finally, you don’t necessarily have to specify which pets 

you’re referring to in your trust. They’re designed to cover any pets you 
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own at the time of your death. Remember though, if you add to your pet 

family, don’t assume the 

same person who agreed to 

see to Fido would necessarily 

agree to care for the four 

dogs you’ve added since then. 

The trust will provide the 

person you choose with the 

funds to care for your pets; 

the fund can’t name someone 

on your behalf. 

If you’d like to learn more 

about pet trusts in Vermont, 

we invite you to contact our office today. It’s an affordable and easy 

document to put into place and knowing your beloved pets are covered in 

the event you can’t see to them is a powerful feeling. 
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