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We all know how important it is to have a will, a living will, retirement and 

other important legal documents. It’s the way we’ve always been taught to 

care for our loved ones and protect what we’ve worked for over the years. 

But is it enough in our modern society?  

Many of our clients approach us with questions about a relatively new 

avenue that’s been pursued in estate planning. Legacy planning has 

traditionally been reserved for non-formal settings; many of us can recall 

family reunions when a loved grandmother passed on her family’s Bible to 

the first grandson to be married or perhaps she passed on to her oldest 

granddaughter those treasured recipes that made the trip with a past 

generation that arrived on U.S. soil from Italy. It’s intimate and it’s 

important. While most of us feel it should remain more intimate than legal, 

there are a few reasons why you might wish to incorporate legacy planning 

into your complete estate planning effort.  

 

We know there is value in our financial assets, but more importantly, there 

is even greater value in our family treasures, even the intangible. Great 

family stories, a family’s history, the morals and beliefs that guide your 

family are a few examples of what’s really important, even when the 
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material possessions are spent, given away or even lost. Many clients will 

memorialize those important stories, either via video, audio or by 

memorializing it on paper.  

There are instances where a great 

loss has inspired a client to consider 

legacy planning. In one instance, a 

fire in the family home, which had 

been in the family for three 

generations, resulted in a loss of 

beautiful heirlooms, photographs 

and more. Our client wanted to 

ensure what was left was as 

cherished to his family as it is both 

him and his wife. In this instance, 

the couple spent a considerable 

amount of time memorializing via several mediums those priceless family 

stories.  

Your estate includes all assets of any value that you own. This might 

include any non-financial assets, such as the aforementioned letters, 

heirlooms and other sentimental treasures. It also includes your financial 

assets, such as your real property, business interests, insurance and 

retirement proceeds and personal property. The two go hand-in-hand. 

If you’re wondering if there’s a place for legacy planning in your overall 

estate planning effort, we invite our clients to schedule a consultation. We 

have a great staff that values sentiment as much as our clients.  

 

HERE’S A BIT OF WHAT TO EXPECT: 

During our initial meeting, we explain to clients what legacy planning can 

do. We encourage them to give a lot of thought to what they personally 
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hope to achieve. We explain the many benefits for them and their heirs. 

It’s often emotional, but in a positive and beneficial way.  

We also encourage our clients to prepare a list of questions they may have 

in the days leading to the meeting. We’re happy to explore any unique 

situations and together, ideally, we’ll work toward a deadline that allows 

them to not only cover all of their important bases, but will allow us to put 

the dynamics in place from a legal stance. For instance, a cherished brooch 

may have monetary value, but if it’s more of a sentimental piece, we will 

put into place the wishes of its owner to pass to whomever they choose.  

 

Legacy planning can also address your wishes for your funeral or memorial. 

Do you prefer burial or cremation? Is there specific music you would like to 

be played at your funeral, wake or memorial? Perhaps a specific suit you 

wish to be buried in? These questions are uncomfortable, but it’s a great 



 

  www.UnsworthLaw.net    Is Legacy Planning for You? 
5 

way to cover those bases so that your family isn’t stressing over the blue 

suit or the gray pinstripe as they’re coping with the grief.  

We’ll also discuss how to introduce the existence of the legacy plan in the 

client’s estate plan. Some prefer to not mention it at all, but most all of our 

clients say they hope it will be a source of happiness and peace for their 

loved ones after they’re gone – both are important, but often for different 

reasons. 

 

Ultimately, what most clients realize is that they’re far more interested and 

drawn to the emotional aspects of legacy planning than they might be for 

the legalities that come with estate planning, tax protections and powers of 

attorney. 

Mostly, we want our clients to know how compassionate, patient and 

ethical our great team of legal advocates truly are. They define our law 

firm and their experience is powerful and their commitment is beyond 

reproach.  

When it comes down to it, legacy planning is as personal, in depth and 

intimate as you choose – just the way it should be.  

We invite you to contact us today to learn more about legacy planning and 

how it can benefit you and your family members.  
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